
  



  

Public consultation on this management plan. 
 
This plan was presented for public consultation during September and October 2010.  This was by on 
site notices from 8th September 2010 giving, information of on site consultation day, availability of 
plan on line and at Canford Heath library.  Library held a copy of plan and explanatory leaflets for 
public to take away.  Plan and explanatory leaflet viewable on two web sites; 
www.boroughofpoole.com/canfordheathplan and www.leisureprojects.net/chmp.htm 
 
Ward councillors were sent a copy of the explanatory leaflet with a covering letter. 
 
On 26th September 2010 a Management Plan consultation day was held on site with display of plan 
and maps, with staff from Borough of Poole and Footprint Ecology to answer the publicôs enquiries 
and to allow questionnaires to be filled in on the plan.  A press release was sent out and used by, 
The Echo and Advertiser and other local press at this time.  
 
Consultation period finished on 31st October 2010.  
 
 
Result of consultation. 
 
After the consultation period was finished responses were studied for any required changes to the 
plan.  No significant changes were required.  Only changes are in phrasing of text and a few details in 
relation to size of areas of work. 
 
 
 
 
 
Version: Final from Footprint Ecology  
Date: 26th April 2010 
Recommended Citation: White, J. & Day, J. (2010) Canford Heath Management Plan. Unpublished 
report for Borough of Poole. 
 
Version: Adopted Plan 
Date: 7th February 2011.  
Edited by Jez Martin, Leisure Services, Borough of Poole  
 

http://www.boroughofpoole.com/canfordheathplan
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Executive summary 
 

Canford Heath is one of the largest examples of continuous heathland left in Dorset 
and is home to many scarce and rare plants and animals. Lowland heathland, of 
which Canford is a particularly fine example, is rare on a global scale, being confined 
to the Atlantic fringes of northern Europe and then found only on suitable acidic, 
low-nutrient soils. The great majority of the original extent has been lost and the UK 
now has a responsibility to conserve what is left of this special habitat and landscape 
type. There are few other counties that exceed Dorset in holding some of the finest 
and most important examples of heathland; and similarly, there are few Local 
!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ tƻƻƭŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 
unique resource. 
 
Canford Heath is also one of the few places left where a real sense can be felt of the 
evocative, wild and beautiful cultural landscape that for several millennia was so 
typical of lowland England. The Heath is thus of immense value for people to enjoy 
responsibly, both for its nature and to take time out, to sense the past and recharge 
the batteries. 
 
Such heathland has been in existence here since at least the Bronze Age and has 
been in continuous use by the rural community, to provide grazing for animals, fuel 
from turf and gorse, small-scale wood, thatch from heather and turf, and animal 
bedding and fertiliser from bracken. Only in the last couple of generations has this 
long pattern of use ceased, coupled with a massive reduction in the original area ς 
only some 15% of what was here when Thomas Hardy wrote so evocatively of 
²ŜǎǎŜȄ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ōǊƻƻŘƛƴƎ ά9ƎŘƻƴ IŜŀǘƘέΦ 
 
To maintain what is left and its unique wildlife we need to replicate those traditional 
uses in modern-day conservation management and the Borough of Poole has been 
in the forefront of this practice since acquiring most of Canford Heath by the end of 
1999. This Management Plan for the next ten years updates and develops what has 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘΣ ōƭŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎŀŦe and 
welcoming open space with the heavy responsibilities that stem from the national 
and international conservation designations in place to protect heathland and its 
wildlife. 
 
The statutory nature conservation body ς Natural England ς will continue to assess 
the condition of all protected sites, and for Canford Heath at present the condition 
of the heathland is mostly unfavourable. This is mainly due to lack of variation in the 
vegetation structure and because there is too much scrub and tree cover over what 
is essentially an open habitat. Urban pressures, and in particular damaging summer 
fires, also contribute to this. The Plan sets out the management strategy and actions 
that will address this condition over the next 10 years ς principally through 
establishment of low-intensity stock grazing supplemented by a programme of 
vegetation mowing, possibly controlled burning, and removal of scrub. Specific 
actions to enhance the rare wildlife are also set out. 
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There are actions too for conserving the important archaeological features and for 
providing for the many people who visit and enjoy this remarkable open country. 
The engagement of local communities and schools will continue and develop, as will 
maintaining the ground-breaking liaison with Police and Dorset Fire and Rescue 
Services. Similarly the close working with the Urban Heaths Partnership will continue 
in order to help supplement the role of site staff in wardening and community 
outreach. The full value and interest of this amazing landscape will be further 
explained and promoted to local people, to build an increasing volume of support for 
and pride in what is a real part of our national as well as local heritage. 
 
All of this means that adequate resources must continue to be found, but taking full 
support from Government funds available for the management of special sites, as 
well as locally structured tariffs in place in SE Dorset to offset the pressures on 
protected heathlands from urban development. The Management Plan comes at a 
challenging but also exciting time in the conservation of all of the heathlands and 
other important open spaces in Poole, but none can be more worthy of the effort 
needed to maintain and enhance the conservation input than Canford Heath itself. 
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1. Introduction and site details 
 
1.1 Site details   
 
Table 1: Site details 

Site name Canford Heath Nature Reserve 

  

Area (ha): ооп Ƙŀ ό¢ƘŜ пмн Ƙŀ {{{L ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 5ǳƴȅŜŀǘΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ 
smaller areas in other ownership ς see tenure) 

Grid ref: (centre of 
reserve) 

SZ 303950 

  

Unitary Authority: Borough of Poole, Civic Centre, Poole BH15 2RU 01202 
633633 

Parliamentary 
Constituency: 

Mid Dorset and North Poole 

Local Environment 
Agency office: 

South Wessex Area Office, Rivers House, Sunrise Business 
Park, Higher Shaftesbury Road, Blandford, Dorset, DT11 
8ST   08708 506506  www.environment-agency.gov.uk 

Local Natural England 
office: 

Somerset & Dorset Team, Dorset Office, Slepe Farm, Arne, 
Wareham, BH20 5BN. 01929 557450 
dorset@naturalengland.org.uk 

 
1.2 Location 
Canford Heath is the largest expanse of open heathland in Poole. It is in the northern 
part of the Borough, with the prominent ridge of Lodge Hill forming most of the 
skyline of the northern aspect of Poole. The town centre is some 5km to the south. 
The heath separates the original town and its later developments from the farmland 
and settlements of the Stour valley to the north. This includes the parkland setting of 
Canford School, the original house of Lord Wimborne whose estate included Canford 
Heath and much of the land on which Poole and parts of Bournemouth and East 
Dorset have been developed over the past century or so. 
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Map 1: Canford Heath and area covered by plan.   
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1.3 Details of coverage 
 
Table 2: Aerial and photographic coverage 

Date Cover Details Location of copies 

Maps Poole/Purbeck м ƛƴŎƘ άhƭŘ {ŜǊƛŜǎέ όŎŀ мутлύ 
facsimile ς David & Charles 

Natural England, Dorset Office; or 
internet 

 Bournemouth & 
Purbeck 

h{мΥрлΣллл Ψ[ŀƴŘǊŀƴƎŜǊΩ ǎƘŜŜǘ 
195 

Readily available 

 Bournemouth h{ мƛƴŎƘ ΨbŜǿ tƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴΩ 
sheet 179 

Based on 1930 survey. Copy @ 
Footprint Ecology 

Aerial 
Photos 

2005 Colour. High resolution Borough of Poole 
 

 2000 Colour. High resolution Borough of Poole 

 1945-50 B&W. Fair quality - historic 
interest 

Internet ς UK Aerial Photos 

 
1.4 Tenure 
Canford Heath is also one of the largest blocks of heathland remaining in Dorset. 
Some 334 ha of Canford is in the ownership of the Borough of Poole (BoP) with a 
further 14 ha adjoining and in the same heathland block, owned by the Beale family; 
and part of the heath and woodland surrounds of the former gravel pit and refuse 
site, owned by W.H Whites. Small areas of the same heathland block are in the 
ownership and management of Wessex Water and Knighton Heath Golf Club. Most 
of Canford Heath was only acquired by BoP as recently as 1999, from Whites. Other 
ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ [ƻǊŘ ²ƛƳōƻǊƴŜΩǎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфпоΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ 
secured as public open space, with small areas subsequently transferred from other 
departments when development proposals were abandoned. The extent of Borough 
ƻŦ tƻƻƭŜΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ aŀǇ м ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ 
management plan applies. The compartments used to define work locations are 
shown on Map 2. 
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Map 2: Compartment map 
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1.5 Site status 
Heathland is rare globally, and many of its characteristic species are similarly rare 
and restricted. Less than 15% of the original heathland in Dorset still survives and 
this picture is repeated in all the areas where heathland once was found, which is 
only in parts of the UK and NW Europe with suitable soils and temperate climate. 
This is why it is one of our most important and distinctive habitats, and what is left is 
so heavily protected by conservation designations. 
 
Table 3: Conservation designations 

Status Reasons for designation/notification Notes 

International   

Dorset Heathlands 
Special Protection 
Area (SPA)  

Nightjar - breeding 
Woodlark - breeding 
Dartford warbler - breeding 
Hen harrier - wintering 
Merlin - wintering 
 

The whole of Canford Heath 
SSSI is part of the 8169 ha 
Dorset Heaths SPA ς a 
composite site including 
most of the component 
SSSIs on heathland 

Dorset Heaths 
Special Area for 
Conservation 
(SAC) 

North Atlantic wet heaths with 
transitions to European dry 
heaths and depressions on 
peat substrates of the 
Rhynchosporion (a habitat type 

based on classic mire vegetation) 

The whole of Canford Heath 
SSSI is part of the 5731 ha 
Dorset Heaths SAC ς a 
composite site including 
most of the component 
heathland SSSIs (apart from 
some in Purbeck in a 
separate SAC) 

Dorset Heathlands 
RAMSAR 

Northern Atlantic wet heaths 
and southern Atlantic wet 
heaths with nationally rare and 
scarce wetland plants and 
nationally rare wetland 
invertebrates 

The SW compartments of 
Canford Heath are part of 
the 6730 ha RAMSAR site ς a 
composite site including 
many of the heathland SSSIs 
with mires 

The 3 international designations are part of the Natura 2000 series of sites that contribute to the 
conservation of key natural habitats and species across the European Community area. 

National   

Canford Heath 
SSSI 

One of the largest heathland 
areas in Dorset with dry, 
humid and wet heath and mire 
supporting rare plants, birds, 
reptiles and invertebrates 

The SSSI (412 ha) includes 
the ARC1 nature reserve at 
5ǳƴȅŜŀǘΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
A349 

Scheduled Ancient 
Monument 

Bronze Age round barrows Several Individual barrows 
and one barrow cluster on 
Canford Heath 

 
The nature conservation designations are shown on Maps 3 & 4 

                                                 
1
 Amphibian and Reptile Conservation  
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Map 3: SSSI, SAC, SPA and Ramsar boundaries.  This map is reproduced from the Ordnance Survey with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her MajŜǎǘȅΩǎ 

Stationary Office .  © Crown Copyright.  Unauthorised reproduction infringes crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.  100024248 2010.   
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Map 4: Scheduled Ancient Monuments


















































































